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Welcome & Introduction 
 

 

Welcome to the Port Towns and Urban Cultures Conference organised by the University of 

Portsmouth in partnership with the National Museum of the Royal Navy. 

 

The increasing interest in ‘coastal and Atlantic histories’ have drawn historians’ attention to 

the importance of port towns. The waterfront was the intersection of maritime and urban 

space and the port town was often a unique site of cultural exchange that both reinforced and 

challenged local, national and imperial boundaries. This three-day conference explores the 

historical importance of port towns and brings together scholars from around the globe to 

explore the interaction between maritime and urban histories. 

 

In this booklet, you will find further information about the Port Towns and Urban Cultures 

project at Portsmouth, ways to interact and be involved with the project, the conference 

programme and maps covering conference locations.  

 

It is hoped that this conference will become a bi-annual event organised and hosted by other 

institutions / organisations to further enhance and promote research into the historical 

importance of port towns.                    

   

                                                        

                                                                                                  PTUC Project Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



About The Port Towns and Urban Cultures Project 
In partnership with the  

National Museum of the Royal Navy 

 

The Port Towns and Urban Cultures project, (PTUC), at the University of Portsmouth is 

dedicated to furthering our understanding of the social and cultural impact of life in port 

towns from the eighteenth century to the modern period.   

 

Established in 2010 by leading members of the history department at the University of 

Portsmouth, the group comprises a team of academics from a range of socio-cultural 

historical disciplines and a number of PhD students.  As such, it is at the forefront of new and 

emerging trends within urban, social, cultural, imperial and coastal history.   

 

Based at the Milldam Campus in the School of Social, Historical and Literary Studies, The 

Port Towns and Urban Cultures group seeks to develop existing relationships with non-

academic institutions whilst promoting further research and expanding collaboration with 

national and international universities and museums.  

 

Further information on the project can be found at 

http://www.port.ac.uk/departments/academic/sshls/history/research/porttowns/ 

 

 

Port Towns and Urban Cultures 

Online & Social Media 

 

The project has recently launched a website that is intended to create a ‘hub’ for the study of 

port towns in its widest sense.  

The project is also currently involved in developing social media networks as a way to bring 

academics and non-academics together, along with universities, institutions and 

organisations to promote, develop and the enhance the study of port towns.  

 

To help support this and to be involved throughout the conference and beyond you can – 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

         

 

   

 

 

 

Like and Comment on Facebook 

facebook.com/PortTownsAndUrbanCultures 

 
Follow and Tweet on Twitter 

twitter.com/PortPTUC 

For conference tweets, #porttownshub 
 

Visit our website / email us 

portowns.port.ac.uk ptuc@port.ac.uk  
 

http://www.port.ac.uk/departments/academic/sshls/history/research/porttowns/
http://www.facebook.com/PortTownsAndUrbanCultures
https://twitter.com/PortPTUC
http://www.portowns.port.ac.uk/
mailto:ptuc@port.ac.uk


Conference Programme 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


